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LIFE’S REFLECTIONS
Celebrating the Life of Ava McKenzie

Ava “JOY” McKenzie also known as Avia  
was born to parents Lloyd McKenzie and  
Delores James on February 25, 1953, in  
St. James, Montego Bay, Jamaica. 

Ava was raised by her wonderful  
grandmother Edna Minto(James) after  
her mother Delores James passed away  
when she only was 10 months old.  
Ava would go on to graduate from  
Harrison Memorial High School in  
St. James, Montego Bay, Jamaica.

After graduating high school, Ava lived  
in Bermuda & the Bahamas then  
returned to Jamaica before moving to  
South Florida in 1977. She would then  
pursue a career in the nursing field by  
becoming a CNA helping & taking  
care of others which was something  
she did with a passion for 40 plus years  
until she retired.

Ava had 3 children, Leighton( Craig),  
Duane (Wayne) & Shannell. Her  
daughter Shannell passed away at 
the age of 14 due to an automobile accident in 1996. She took special care of her lovely 
grandmother known as Mrs. Edna which gained her wings June of 2001. Ava traveled  
to New York in her fathers final days of 2012 to administer aide, love and support,  
something she loved doing naturally.

Ava always made it her duty to seek out and connect with family. She was always excited 
to meet new family members. It seems as though on a daily basis, she would find a new 
family members near and far. Every time you speak to her, she would tell you of another 
family member she discovered in Jamaica, England, Canada, Germany etc...She would 
travel to meet them and was always ready to attend family functions. Not only would she 
connect the family members, but always willing to go above and beyond to provide any 
assistance she could.

Ava had a great love for music (Beres Hammond) and dancing. She loved to travel and 
would never pass up an opportunity when it came to a cruise. Ava was always ready to 
set sail. Whether by herself, with a friend, family member or the non profit organization 
The United Friends of Highgate.

Sadly on March 1, 2023 God called Ava home. In spite of time of mourning, loving 
and special memories of Ava will linger forever in the hearts of her children Leighton 
(Takeshia) and Duane (Lannie). Her grandchildren, Elijah, Steven, Leighton Jr and  
Tiara. Her brothers and sister from Jamaica, New York, Canada and England, also her 
nieces, nephews, a host of other relatives, friends and neighbors. Keep smiling Ava “JOY” 
McKenzie.2 |



ORDER OF SERVICE

Processional

Prayer ................................................................................Pastor Leighton Lindo

Scripture Readings

Old Testament ...................................................................... Beverly Francis

New Testament ........................................................................Lannie Burns

Praise Dance Tribute .................................................................... Jaylani Rachels

Solo ........................................................................................ Steven Ferguson lll

Reflection (2 min. please)

Eulogy ..............................................................................................Sonia Barnes

Sermon .............................................................................Pastor Leighton Lindo

Acknowledgments ..............................................Elijah Bell’s Funeral Home Staff

Final Glance

Recessional
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TRIBUTE POEM

All it takes is one picture,  
one memory, one song

Ever since you left us  
everything seems wrong

The sadness can hit me  
and knock me on the floor

They say it gets easier  
but it’s hurting so much more

I still can hear your voice  
and I visualize your face

But all I want is to have you  
right back in your place 

Can you hear me momma,  
in my dreams I call for you

And I try so hard to get to you  
but I don’t know what to do

Can you see me momma,  
are you watching over me?

Is Heaven all they say it is,  
are you healthy and happy? 

Your family is hurting,  
it’s so hard since you’ve been gone

I’m crying so much now,  
but I once was very strong

Losing you has changed me,  
made me someone new

I know you want me happy  
so I’ll try to be that for you

Please watch over us all,  
from your perch up in the sky

And every time I think of you  
I’ll try hard not to cry 

Can you hear me momma,  
calling out your name

I feel you all around me,  
but it’ll never be the same

Can you see me momma,  
as you look down from your cloud?

I hope and pray with all my might  
that I still make you proud

Are You There Momma?
Memories in the Heart 



POEM
God Looked Around His Garden

Memories in the Heart 

God looked around his garden 
And found an empty place 

He then looked down upon the earth 
And saw your tired face 

He put his arms around you 
And lifted you to rest. 

God’s garden must be beautiful, 
He always takes the best. 

He knew that you were suffering 
He knew you were in pain 

He knew that you would never 
Get well on earth again. 

He saw the road was getting rough 
And the hills were hard to climb. 
So he closed your weary eyelids 

And said, “Peace be thine”. 
It broke our hearts to lose you 

But you didn’t go alone. 
For part of us went with you 

The day God called you home.

Feel no guilt in laughter, she knows how much you care 
Feel no sorrow in a smile that she’s not here to share 

You cannot grieve forever, she would not want you to 
She’d hope that you can carry on, the way you always do 

So talk about the good times and the ways you showed you cared 
The days you spent together, all the happiness you shared 

Let memories surround you. 
A word someone may say 

Will suddenly recapture a time, an hour, a day 
That brings her back as clearly as though she were still here 

And fills you with the feelings that she is always near 
For if you keep these moments, you will never be apart 

And she will live forever locked 
safe within your heart.
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FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS ENTRUSTED TO: 

BELL’S FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION SERVICES
A New Generation of Service

3750 North State Road 7, Lauderdale Lakes, FL 33319  |  954-714-6080

7091 South US Highway 1, Port St. Lucie, FL 34952  |  772-236-3010

8390 Pines Blvd, Pembroke Pines, FL 33024

Pallbearers

Acknowledgement
The family of the late Ava McKenzie 

are very grateful for all the acts of 
kindness and expressions of love 

shown by ways of comforting words, 
prayers, phone calls, visits and 

all support during our time 
of bereavement.  

May God bless and keep you.

The Family

Interment
OUR LADY QUEEN OF HEAVEN 

1500 South State Road 7, North Lauderdale, FL 33068

Repast
JACK OF ALL TRADES EVENT CENTER 

3730 W. Oakland Park Blvd., Lauderdale Lakes, FL 33311

Alpha Louis
Nicholas Ferguson 
Jermaine Whitfield 

Tony James
Osbourne Brown
Nathaniel King


